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If you have relatives at Keesler Air Force Base near 
Biloxi, Mississippi—or in the Biloxi area—we will be happy 
if you will direct them to the Church of God at the 
corner of Bowen and Austin Streets. If you will send us 
their address, we shall be delighted to contact them. Our 


phone is 21-923.—C. H. Matthews, Pastor. 


Paul J. Brown is now open for full-time evangelistic 
work in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Kansas, or Missouri. 
He would also fill in as s uUpply pastor for a time. He 
aa contacted by writing General Delivery, Drumright, 

ma. 


Anyone having friends or relatives in the Wichita, Kan- 
sas area, please notify the pastor, Floyd L. McClung. The 
church is located at 1704 South Santa Fe Avenue, South 
Wichita or phone AM-25120. Brother McClung will be glad 
4 eof your people and endeavor to get them to attend 
churc 


Due to an ove y; ele eighty 1954-55 Lee College year- 
books are now m8 e at a reduced cost of $4.00 each. 
Order from Charles D. Goude; Business Manager, Vin- 
dagua; Lee College, Cleveland, Tennessee. 


Anyone knowing the whereabouts of C. C. Austin, please 
notify Reverend Charlie Gossett, 404 West Boulevard, 
Birmingham, - aarecaee He would like to contact him as 


soon as possib le. 


If you have any relatives living near Fort Bragg, Spring 
Lake, Bonnie Doone, or any other area near Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, and would like for us to contact them, 
please drop us a card or letter giving us their location 
and. address. Our church is located on C and Adams 
Street, five blocks from the Market Square going out on 
Person Street. b ae shall be happy to locate anyone living 
in this area.—J. a astor; 524 Adams Street, 
Fayetteville, Norte Carolina 
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Coming Next Week 
“PIONEER ISSUE” 
By and About our Aged Pioneers in the Church of God. 
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COVER PICTURE 


26, 27, 1906, was the humble mountain home of 

J. C. Murphy. Small as it was, the home was one 
of the largest of the early members of the Church of 
God. For this reason it was selected as the assembly site. 
Tucked away in the foothills of the Unicoi Mountains, 
the home was situated halfway between the home of 
W. F. Bryant where the meetings in Camp Creek, North 
Carolina, were normally held, and Shearer Schoolhouse 
where the Holy Ghost baptism had come ten years earlier. 


In our cover picture we see W. F. Bryant on the left 
and R. G. Spurling, Jr. on the right. Spurling was a 
Baptist preacher who in 1886 assisted his father in for- 
ming the Christian Union in Monroe County, Tennessee. 
For about ten years Spurling was the only preacher in 
the struggling young church. In about 1892 Bryant, a 
Baptist deacon, began holding prayer meetings in Chero- 
kee County, North Carolina. In 1896 a great outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost occurred in Cherokee County, North 
Carolina, while the meetings led by Bryant were in the 
Shearer Schoolhouse (approximately one mile from the 
Murphy home in this picture). This outpouring drew the 
two groups together and they became one congregation. 
In 1903 a third minister, A. J. Tomlinson, joined with 
Bryant and Spurling; and a year later they were joined 
by a fourth minister, M. S. Lemons. These four ministers 
pioneered the Pentecostal experience and belief in the 
southeastern United States. Under their guidance a great 
work for God was done. The humble home and ministers 
in this picture reveal graphically the humble beginnings 
of the Church of God. 

There were no illustrious founders to which the Church 
can now point with pride. We cannot become boastful be- 
cause of our social or economic or educational back- 
ground. We can point only to the ineffable grace and 
providence of God who in His own mysterious way brought 
the Church of God into being. We have only our spiritual 
background in which to rejoice and only His cross in 
which to glory. God honored these humble men who loved 
Him above everything in life and gave themselves with- 
out reserve to His cause. May we be worthy successors of 
them as ministers and followers of Christ. 


Sy HE SCENE of the First General Assembly, January 





Fiffy Years Ago 


er N JANUARY 26, 27, 1906, the first Church of God 
O General Assembly convened. It was a significant 
occasion. At that time the Church was composed 

of four small congregations—two in Tennessee, one in 
orth Carolina, and one in Georgia—none of which 
worshipped in a church building. When these four con- 
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gregations decided that it would be beneficial for them 
to come together in a general meeting to discuss their 
problems and interests, they did not have a building 
tor such a meeting so they tried to rent a place from 
some other church or some community for their meeting. 
No church building or community hall was available to 
them; they plainly were not wanted. It is hard for us to 
remember that exactly fifty years ago the Church of God 
had no building of its own and was so unwanted that 
no one would rent to them. 

The four ministers of the Church were R. G. Spurling, 
W. F. Bryant, A. J. Tomlinson, and M. S. Lemons. These 
men had done a good work in establishing the four 
existing congregations. The people of these churches had 
to rely upon one another for their fellowship and 
strength. Rebuffed by others, they found among them- 
selves understanding and brotherhood, so it was decided 
that this general meeting was necessary even though no 
building was available for it. The home of J. C. Murphy, 
one of the North Carolina members, was chosen as the 
meeting place. This home was small and drafty but it 
was the largest home among the Camp Creek members 
and was more accessible to delegates who would attend 
from Georgia and Tennessee. Twenty-one delegates made 
their way to the tiny home; some of them traveled by 
oxcart, some by horseback, and some by foot. During 
the time of the meeting a severe snowstorm struck the 
mountain region. This imposed some inconvenience on the 
small group, but did not hinder it in any way. The 
children brought water from the icy springs, and the 
women alternated between the kitchen and the business 
sessions. The delegates visited in the homes of the various 
members of the host church and a good time of fellowship 
was enjoyed. 

In this issue of the Evangel we are reprinting the 
complete minutes of this momentous Assembly. Some 
things about it are worthy of our note here. The four 
struggling congregations did not consider themselves a 
denomination at all, according to the note that intro- 
duces their minutes. It seems to have been their firm 
belief that they were the scriptural Church as it is re- 
vealed in the New Testament. 


The Assembly defined itself as being a judicial meeting 
rather than legislative or executive. This had no reference 
to the Church itself, but to its meeting as the General 
Assembly. They did not legislatively pass laws and they 
did not executively issue commands; instead, the As- 
sembly was to judiciously study and interpret the Scrip- 
tures for divine guidance. 

These delegates were not trouble-shooters but they were 
sincerely seeking to steer the Church into proper under- 
standing of the Scriptures and activity in the kingdom 


(Continued on page 7) 
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One of the most interesting and 
significant documents of the 
Church of God 
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inutes o the First Assembly 


ea int ine Suk Gat no pee. « or body le will 
ever use ae 4 minutes, or Ay part of them, 5 tac” et faith 
a a. a mee to ‘obtain is light and" da maly an _— 
ry and unde 
ge faith are Ek, d written 
in the N Ay RA gd, yf Ao 


ducted by the pastor, A. J. Tomlinson. 

After due consideration the Assembly accepted 
the following motto or ruling: We do not consider our- 
selves a legislative or executive body, but judicial only. 

The question as to whether records should be made and 
preserved, of this and other like assemblies was duly dis- 
cussed by deacon J. C. Murphy and others, passed upon 
and recommended as scriptural. 

The assembly discussed the advisability of each local 
church making and preserving its own records. Consider 
it in harmony with New Testament teaching, and advise 
each local church to make and preserve records of all 
church proceedings. The Acts of the Apostles as example. 

Communion and feet-washing were duly discussed by 
elder R. G. Spurling and others, and it is the sense of 
this assembly that the communion and feet-washing are 
taught by the New Testament Scriptures, and may be 
engaged in at the same service or at different times at 
the option of the local churches. In order to preserve the 
unity of the body, and to obey the sacred Word, we rec- 
ommend that every member engage in these sacred 
services. We further recommend that these holy ordi- 
nances be observed one or more times each year. 

Prayer-meetings discussed by brother Alexander Hamby 
and others. It is, therefore, the sense of this assembly 
that we recommend, advise and urge that each local 
church hold a prayer-meeting at least once a week. We 
recommend further that some one in every church, who 
may feel led by the Holy Spirit or selected by the church, 
take the oversight thereof and see that such prayer- 
meeting is held regularly and in proper order. 

Evangelism, discussed by the pastor and others; reports 
of work done the past year; consecration on the part of a 
number. After the consideration of the ripened fields and 
open doors for evangelism this year, strong men wept and 
said they were not only willing but really anxious to go. 
It is, therefore, the sense of this meeting that we do our 
best to press into every open door this year and work with 
greater zeal and energy for the spread of the glorious 
gospel of the Son of God than ever before. 

A discourse of “The Use of Tobacco” was delivered by 
evangelist M. S. Lemons and discussed by others. After 
due consideration this assembly agrees to stand, with 
one accord, in opposition to the use of tobacco in any 
form. It is offensive to those who do not use it, weakens 
and impairs the nervous system; is a near relative to 
drunkenness, bad influence and example to the young; 
useless expense, the money for which ought to be used 


a HE MEETING called to order and devotions con- 
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to clothe the poor, spread the gospel or make the homes 
of our country more comfortable; and last we believe 
its use to be contrary to the teaching of Scriptures, and as 
Christ as our example we cannot believe that He would 
use it in any form or under any circumstances. 


We further recommend and advise that the ministers 
and deacons of each church make special effort to use 
their influence against its use, deal tenderly and lovingly 
with those in the church who use it, but insist with an 
affectionate spirit that its use be discontinued as much as 
possible. We also, advise the deacons to secure a report 
at the close of each year, of the number that have been 
induced to discontinue the habit and are delivered from a 
desire for it; also the number that still continue its use, 
and carry such report to the general assembly. 


Family worship was discussed by Andrew Freeman and 
others. It is, therefore, the sense of this assembly that 
we recommend and urge that the families of all the 
churches engage in this very sacred and important service 
at least once a day and at a time most convenient to the 
household and that the parents should see that every 
child is taught, as early as possible, to reverence God and 
his parents by listening quietly and attentively to the 
reading of God’s Word and getting down on his knees 
during the prayer. We recommend further that the min- 
isters and deacons of each church use their influence 
and make special effort to encourage every family in the 
church to engage in this devotional exercise every day. 
And that the deacons ascertain the proper information 
and make a report of the number of families that have 
been induced to take up this service during the year, the 
number that make it a regular practice and those that 
do not, and carry such report to the yearly or general 
assembly. 


The Sunday School was briefly discussed by elder W. F. 
Bryant, Malissie Murphy and others. We highly favor this 
important service as a means to teach the children to 
reverence God’s Word and the house appointed for wor- 
ship, and also, to elevate the morals of a community. It 
is, therefore, the sense of this assembly to recommend, 
advise and urge every local church to have a Sunday 
School every Sunday during the whole year if possible. 
We advise the workers to do all they can to propagate 
the Sunday School interests, search for places where 
there are none, and organize where it is possible to do so. 
We believe a Sunday School may sometimes be organized 
and run successfully where a church could not be es- 
tablished at once, thereby opening and paving the wa 
for more permanent work in the future. It is further 
recommended that Sunday Schools be held in the fore- 


noon when it is possible to hold them at that time. * 


(Continued on page 7) 


The Church of God Evangel 

















THE 


21 


By The Editor 








Three of the four surviving delegates to the First General Assembly, Janua 


26, 27, 1906. Left to righ 


Agnes Bryant Benton, who was twelve years old; 


t 
Nettie Bryant, who he ped entertain the gor? and Ella Bryant Robinson 


Thompson, young wife and mother in 1906. T 


Elrod. 


Attending the First General Assembly in 1906 
were twenty-one delegates from four local churches. In 
the past no particular interest has been taken in the 
identity of these delegates. From the information we have 
been able to gather, most of them were farmers. At least 
all of them were laboring people. If any of our readers 
have any information concerning these twenty-one del- 
egates, the Evangel will be very happy to receive it. 

R. G. Spurling was a Baptist preacher who lived on 
his farm on Hiawassee River. Most of his preaching was 
done in Tennessee, North Carolina, and Georgia. He as- 
sisted his father, R. G. Spurling, Sr., in organizing the 
Christian Union, the earliest Church of God. 

W. F. Bryant was a farmer who lived in the community 
of Camp Creek, North Carolina. He was a lay-preacher 
in the Baptist Church and became a prominent preacher 
in the young Church of God. Bryant became one of the 
earliest state overseers and did a continuous good work in 
establishing the Church of God in the Southeast. 

A. J. Tomlinson was a former Quaker and a colporteur 
for the American Bible Society. He was pastor of the 
church where the Assembly convened. In 1909 he was 
elected the first General Overseer of the Church of God. 

M. S. Lemons was the fourth minister to join the 
Church. He lived in Culbertson, North Carolina. He was 
a very effective evangelist and was known as “the weep- 

preacher” because of the emotional nature of his 
Qin. In later years he became a prominent state 
overseer. 

T. N. Elrod was a member of the Camp Creek Church. 
He was a farmer and a trader. He is now 85 years old, 

d one of the four delegates still alive today. 

Nettie Bryant was the wife of W. F. Bryant. She was 
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e fourth living delegate is T. N. 


very prominent in the early days of the Church and 
did much of the cooking and entertaining of delegates 
at this first Assembly. Mrs. Bryant is now 92 years old 
and resides in Cleveland, Tennessee. She is a very spirit- 
ual and active member of the North Cleveland Church. 

Ella Robinson (Thompson), another of the living dele- 
gates, is the daughter of Brother and Sister Bryant. At 
the time of the 1906 Assembly she was a young wife and 
had her first child with her. She lives near her mother 
in Cleveland today. 

Agnes Bryant (Benton), the fourth of the living dele- 
gates, was the twelve year old daughter of the Bryants 
at the time of the Assembly. She helped to carry water 
and wood during the meeting. She also lives near her 
mother in Cleveland today. 

John Ellison was a member at Jones, Georgia, but we 
do not have any information on him at present except 
that he was a young man. 

Johnnie Brown was from Drygo, Tennessee. He was a 
young man approximately twenty years of age. 

Alex Hamby was one of the Camp Creek members who 
lived on the Hiwassee River. He was a farmer in his mid 
twenties. He was fairly prominent during the first As- 
sembly and his name appears among the delegates to 
later Assemblies. 

R. R. Jones lived in Jones, Georgia, and was probably 
the son of the elder Mr. Jones for whom the congre- 
gation was named. There was no town named Jones, 
Georgia, but the church was organized in the Jones home 
and the meetings convened there, hence the name. Like 
the others, Jones was a farmer. He and Elrod were 
brothers-in-law. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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THE LORD HATH DONE GREAT THINGS FOR US 





By WAYNE HEIL 
Overseer of Haiti 


When periods of history flash before one’s mind, 
thoughts are presented of the mountain peaks of ex- 
perience which fortify life. 

Alexander the Great dreamed of the day when he would 
conquer the Empire that Nebuchadnezzar had made 
great. He foresaw the gates of Egypt beckoning, and with 
the will of a conqueror he captured land and cities where 
he went. 

Ancient history and modern history tell much the same 
story. I knew little of the land of Haiti before coming 
here, other than reading and hearing mission reports. 
Having read quite a bit of literature about Haiti since 
being here, I find the same picture of dreams of conquer- 
ors and the conquered. Toussaint L’Ouverture, the slave, 
set the spark that liberated Haiti; he was a leader of a 
mighty negro army of liberation. He also wrote the con- 
stitution for the first negro republic ever to gain freedom 
from its oppressors. To these people of Haiti, liberty was 
a dream. David, in Psalms 126:1 states, “When the Lord 
turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like 
them that dream.” 

Dreaming of liberty, to the slaves of Haiti, was like 
dreaming of the days when they were free in their own 
bush country of Africa. One day liberty came to a nation 
and Haiti was a reality for free men and women. 
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Today, over a hundred and fifty years after independ- 
ence came to these people, you still hear the shouts of 
laughter and the voices with rhythmic singing—hap 
because of liberty. Their hearts are happy, even thoug 
their pockets may be empty of money. But, oh, what a 
happiness comes upon their hearts when liberty, because 
of Calvary, erases the stain of sin that blots a sinner’s 
soul. 


I have looked upon their faces and seen the joy that 
only comes of salvation. Souls that are happy because 
once they were bound with the oppression of Satanic 
forces, false doctrines, Voodoo (devil worship) and Black 
Magic. It is no wonder that they can say with David, 
in Psalms 126:3 “The Lord hath done great things for 
us; whereof we are glad.” 


The revival fires are burning brightly throughout all 
the land of Haiti. Souls are being converted; washed in 
the blood of Him who died on Calvary. An average of 
579 persons have been saved for the last 20 months. This 
brings the total to 11,582 persons who have accepted 
Jesus as Redeemer, and who also can say, “The Lord 
hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.” 
There have been 4,183 sanctified; 3,086 received the pre- 
cious baptism of the Holy Ghost; and 1,390 have been 
baptized in water. 


Membership in Haiti is not so easily acquired. Each 
new convert must take a training in the teachings and 
doctrines of the Church. Inasmuch as the marital status 
of the country is so lax, all family heads must conform 
to our Church teaching and be united in marriage cere- 
mony before they are eligible for either water baptism or 
membership. Yet in spite of all Satan’s working to hinder 
God’s work in Haiti, 722 (net increase) have swelled the 
present membership to 8,797. 


Our cry and prayer to God is,“Give us more native min- 
isters who can minister to the needs of the native.Give us 
more finance to be able to build more churches.” Only 12 
new churches have been organized because of a lack of 
preachers to care for the local congregations. Our present 
number of organized churches is 124. We have scores—yes, 
over 200 stations—which are the efforts and results of the 
mother churches. Two dozen or more churches could be 
organized next month if we had the preachers to place 
over the flocks and buildings which could be called places 
of worship. These people are so poor that they do not have 
finance to rent a building for services. In some locations 
where they have little or no crops for marketing, the 
farmer may only possess four to six dollars in cash during 
the period of a year. What little he raises is taken for 
his family to sustain life. Yet in all their poverty they 
seem happy. 


While traveling last October, making a survey of dam- 
ages from “Hurricane Hazel”, I found people in the most 
dire need. When asked about the future, their answer 
was always the same. They would give the proverbial 
“Bon Dieu est bon” (God is good), which being trans- 
lated further means, “God knows we are His children, 
and He will provide when the time comes.” Is not this 
childlike faith in our Maker? 

I have seen the ravages of hunger and famine. Peopl 
in Haiti are suffering more from famine now than from 
the immediate effects of the hurricane. Yet the Chris- 
tians believe that through all the conflict of this time 
God will provide. 

Our school project will soon be ready to put into full- 
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time operation. A school plant is being built that can 
facilitate a three-year course in Ministerial Training for 
rom thirty-six to forty-eight students. Things are look- 
ng beautiful as one sees the school building and chapel 
already built, and the walls and roof going up on the 
dormitory, kitchen, and office. Living quarters for mis- 
sionary personnel is nearly all completed. Surely the time 
is coming when more workers who have prepared them- 
selves for God’s vineyard can return to their respective 
hamlets, villages, towns, cities, and provinces and pro- 
claim the glad tidings of salvation to all who will hear. 
Others have planted, we may water, but only God can give 
the increase. 


Great reports are coming from the revival which is 
now in progress at our headquarter’s church. Brother 
Lacombe, a former student of I.P.I. and Lee College, is 
having services at all hours of the day and night. Re- 
vival fire is fanned by the 4 to 6 a.m. prayer service 
each morning. This is not only a prayer service during 
revival time, but is a continual thing every day of the 
year. Sixteen people were saved the first night of the 
revival, and twelve on the second night. Consecration 
service is held daily from 8 to 11 a.m. It is during these 
services, also, that God has been pouring out His Spirit 
in a mighty way. As many as eight have received the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost in one morning service. 


We do not know how many will be blessed of the Lord 
as a result of this revival. It is still going on. Space will 
not permit me to tell of all the testimonies of healings, 
demons cast out, and lives changed by the power of God 
in this article. 

To see a Voodoo service and the worship of the Devil, 
then to be in a service where the spirit, presence, and 
the power of God is welcomed and felt, makes me rejoice 
in our members and churches in Haiti. 

“Surely the Lord hath done great things for us, whereof 


we are glad.” 


FIFTY YEARS AGO 
(Continued from page 3) 


of Christ. The subjects discussed were mostly concerned 
with the spiritual life; all of the matters were practical, 
no theological position was taken .at all. The new birth 
was not discussed, neither was sanctification, the Holy 
Ghost, divine healing, or any of the other matters that 
form so great a part of the Church’s belief. The dele- 
gates were not so much concerned with theological po- 
sitions or with creedal statements as they were with the 
practical side of Christianity. Doctrines that were con- 
tained in the Scriptures were taken for granted. The 
Bible was their rule book. The only matters entertained 
by the Assembly were interpretations of those things en- 
joined upon them by the Word of God. To understand 
what these early people believed, we must note the things 
they did not say as carefully as we notice the things 
they said. 

This may seem to us a naive thing, but we must under- 
stand that these delegates were not concerned with rec- 
ords or documents or creeds. They made no effort to 
preserve anything for the future, for they had a great 
sense of urgency and immediacy. Why should they make 
a statement of their belief when they believed everything 
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that is in the Bible? Why should they make exhaustive 
records when they had such a strong sense of the im- 
minent:return of the Lord? Such matters to these dele- 
gates were unimportant and nonessential. To them, it 
sufficed that they find the will of God for their lives 
and follow it strictly. This may dismay the historian, 
and it may confuse us of today, but it also should 
challenge us to adhere more rigorously to the simple 
faith of Christ as it is laid down in the Scriptures. 


MINUTES OF THE FIRST ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 4) 


When a member in good standing removes from the 
vicinity of one church to another, we recommend that a 
letter of recommendation be given him on request, in 
harmony with Romans 16:1, 2, “I commend unto you 
Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which 
is at Cenchrea: That ye receive her in the Lord as be- 
cometh saints.” 

We recommend a closer union and fellowship of all the 
churches. We, therefore, conclude an Assembly, composed 
of elders and chosen men and the women from each 
church, once each year to be of vast importance for the 
promotion of the gospel of Christ and His Church. We, 
therefore, with one accord select and set apart Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday before the second Sunday in Jan- 
uary of each year for each special yearly assembly— 
provided, however, that there are no preventing provi- 
dences; the place to be selected later, as the providences 
of God and His Spirit may direct. 

It seemeth good to the Holy Ghost and us, being as- 
sembled together with one accord, with the Spirit of 
Christ in the midst, and after much prayer, discussion, 
searching the Scriptures and counsel, to recommend these 
necessary things and that they be ratified and observed 
by all the local churches. It is the duty of the Church to 
execute the laws given us by Christ through His holy 
Apostles. 

The Assembly concluded: Saturday, January 27, 1906, 
at 7:30 p.m. ; 


as 


THE 21 
(Continued from page 5) 


Balford Crumby lived on Shoal Creek. He was a farmer 
and the father of a fairly large family. 

Sallie Hamby, the aunt of Alex Hamby, was affection- 
ately known as “Aunt Sally.” She had no children of her 
own but was a motherly person in the Camp Creek 
Church. She also lived on Hiawassee River. 

W. M. Coleman and Lucy Coleman were a young hus- 
band and wife who were members of the Camp Creek 
Church. Little else is known about them. 

J.C. Murphy and Malissie Murphy were both members 
of the Camp Creek Church and were probably a little 
more prosperous than the others. Mrs. Murphy was the 
widow of a Mr. Drewey Shearer for whom the Shearer 
School was named. Murphy is remembered as a very 
pious man. 

Andrew Freeman, T. Ellis, and N. S, Ellis are unknown 
by the sources we have checked. Anyone who has any 
information concerning them should send it to us. 


Page 7 











Author of “Like a Mighty Army” 
Discusses Book at Hometown Church 
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The first formal full course in 
Church of God history was taught at 
Riverside, Atlanta, Ga., where Brother 
Conn first heard about the Church of 
God and was first taught the doctrines 
of the Church. It was a privilege, no 
doubt, to Conn to return “home” after 
these many years to tell his friends 
and loved ones about the history of 
the Church we all love so well, and it 
was a great blessing to the Church 
—_ to hear it from the author him- 
self. 

The services were well attended by 
local and church folk from the At- 
lanta districts. Some of the pastors 
dismissed their week-night services in 
favor of this meeting. Twenty-eight 
pastors and other ministers attended. 
The average attendance for the five 
nights was 120, for a total of 600. 


We are unable fully to evaluate the 
benefits derived from Brother Conn’s 
lectures on the book. The interest 
from night to night and the enthusi- 
asm d the question and answer 

riod ce y reflected a profound 

ove for God and His Church. Brother 
Conn, in his sincere, straightforward, 
and frank manner discussed the book 
as he wrote it—in all fairness and 
ood partiality. He portrayed the good 
and the bad, the Church’s failures and 
successes, ignorance and the clamor 
for knowledge, poverty and prosperity, 
fanaticism truth, tragedies and 
triumphs, persecution and popularity 
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—climaxing the last night with a fine 
message on present-day conditions in 
the Church, stressing the need of our 
faithfulness to our trust, the Lord, 
the Word and the Church—perfecting 
holiness in the fear of the Lord. 

I am sure it would be beneficial to 
the Church in general if Brother Conn 
could visit more of the churches and 
discuss this wonderful book.—G. R. 
Watson. 


New Y.P.E. Organized 


SLAB FORK, W. Va.—Our church at 
Hotchkiss, West Virginia, has a new 
pastor, Allen Lewis. We have also or- 
ganized a new Y.P.E. group, and the 
attendance has been the best we have 
had in a long while. Our coupon drive 
has done well. We encourage people 
to come and see our progress.—Re- 
porter. 


Valuable cia Given to Church 


C.—Just a note of praise 
son" the os the goo “be things the Lord has done 
for us. We need a new church but we 
are not financially able to build a new 
one. The Lord has wonderfully blessed 
the saints of Lando. Our pastor, 
Brother Babaniss, went to the owner 
of the mill, Mr. a and asked for 
a lot to build on. Mr. Heath gave the 
choice of a lot and $5,000 or a large 
nice church with seven Sunday School 





rooms, dining hall, baptistry, a x 


nace, and $2,500. He also paid $1,000 
for the pews and piano and gave them 
to us. Join with us in praising our 
Saviour.—Nancy Lowery. 


L.W.W.B. Has Good Success 


TUCSON (EAST SIDE), Ariz.—Our 
church has been organized only about 
three months. We organized a Ladies’ 
Willing Workers’ Band on November 
12 and God has breathed upon the 
labor of our hands. We thank God 
that He has honored our labors. 
From November 12 until December 4 
we cleared $281.27 even though we 
are few in number. At one bake sale 
we cleared $61.71 and at another 
$71.08. We have bake sales, a sewing 
project, a jelly-making project, and 
other projects which we are under- 
taking to raise money for our beau- 
tiful new soul-saving station. We have 
on hand sixteen dolls at $1.25 each 
with which to start delivery, and we 
have 10 more in the making to be 
delivered at the same price. We also 
have a donut and candy detail.—Vera 
McClain, President of the L.W.W.B. 


Missions Emphasized in Convention 


FLEMINGTON, W. Va.—The Clarks- 
burg District held their District Con- 
vention in the church at Clarksburg, 
West Vir a, on the night of October 
28, and it was the best convention we 
have had for a long time. A dramatic 
appeal for missions was made by 
Brother R. C. Smith, and the people 
literally outgave themselves. The high 
spot in the meeting was the message 
by our much loved state overseer, 
Brother G. C. Hamby. As he spoke on 
“Pure Religion,” he seemed to be at 
his best; and, best of all, God was 
there to bless.—John F. Brand, Report- 
er. 








RELIGIOUS SPOTLIGHT 











THE FIRST TIME AMERICA 
WAS PUBLICLY SUNG WAS 
AT THE OLD NORTH 
CHUKCH IN BOSTON ON 
SULY 4, 1832. 
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MICHIGAN STATE PARSONAGE AND OFFICES 





The spacious new state parsonage 
and offices are situated at 312 Ottawa 
Drive, in Seminole Hills, Pontiac. To 
add to its accessibility and con- 
venience, this new location is on the 
corner of Ottawa Drive and Vorheis 
Road, at the Orchard Lake Road in- 
tersection, only two miles west of 
Woodward Avenue, (U.S. 10), and one 
mile east of Telegraph Road (U.S. 24). 

In the picture, the extreme right 
wing houses the new state offices and 
a two-car garage with work table (be- 
hind offices out of view). Entering the 
offices by the side entrance, one finds 
the reception room an doffice of the 


state secretary. Opening out of this of- 
fice are the mimeograph and supply 
room; the state overseer’s spacious, of- 
fice ogee pe merge in a natural birch; 
a hall with cloak closet and bathroom 
on either side; and the Sunday School 
youth office. Although each room is 
furnished in its own color scheme, all 
the new furniture and equipment 
los ag the offices give a unity 
with the one color of “desert sage.” 
It should be added that the state over- 
seer’s office is equipped for use as a 
conference room. Adding to the con- 


venience is the fact that the office is 






completely separated from the state 
parsonage. 

The story of the state parsonage is 
much the same as that of the state of- 
fice. Throughout the planning, the ac- 
cent has been on usefulness as well as 
living comfort. On the first floor there 
is a beautiful living and dining room, 
kitchen and breakfast room, two bed- 
rooms and a ceramic tiled bathroom. 
The living and dining rooms are con- 
servatively, yet colorfully furnished 
and finished. One of the bedrooms is 
furnished in French Provincial and 
the other in modern designed furni- 
ture with a gold trend atmosphere. 

The upper floor has three bedrooms 
and a ceramic tiled bath. These rooms 
are so designed and furnished that 
the state overseer’s entire family 
sleeps on this one floor, leaving the 
two downstairs bedrooms for guests. 

The basement is equipped with a 
ame room, utility room, and beauti- 
ul den. All of the walls of the house 
are plastered and the floors are cov- 
ered with wool rugs or vinyl tile. 

The exterior of the house is just 
as nice, with a lovely three-toned 
brick and stone finish. The spacious 
driveway gives parking space for as 
many as eleven cars. 

There is no doubt that Michigan 
now has one of the best and most 
modern offices and parsonage ar- 
parame in the entire Church of 

od. 

Brother and Sister Spain sincerely 
wish to express their appreciation to 
the State Council and Trustees, and 
all the ministers and laity of Michigan 
for their providing this lovely house 
and offices for the state overseer and 
his family. A note of appreciation is 
also due the general contractor, Em- 
mett Webb, of Ferndale, for his un- 
tiring efforts to give us the best work- 
manship possible. 








MICHIGAN STATE YOUTH PARSONAGE 
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The beautiful new state youth par- 
sonage is located three-fourths mile 
from the state parsonage in the Wash- 
ington Park sub-division of Pontiac. 
The living room, dining, kitchen, 
three bedrooms, den and bath are 
newly furnished throughout with 
modern designed furniture. The full- 
sized basement is equipped with a 
central heating furnace, incinerator, 
utility and wash room, and tiled rec- 
reation area. The entire house, with 
exception of the den, has plastered 
walls. The den is finished in a gum 
wood paneling. Also the floors are 
hardwood with wall to wall carpeting 
in the living, dining, and hall areas. 

The exterior of the parsonage has 
a brick front, asbestos sides and rear, 
and is trimmed in dark brown. An 
ample supply of shrubbery and grass, 
cement walks and driveway, and gar- 
age also add to its beauty and comfort. 

Brother and Sister Aultman wish to 
express their thanks to the State 
Overseer and his Council, the State 
Trustees, and ministers and members 
in Michigan for providing the Youth 
Director with this nice place to live. 
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Memorable Home-coming Day 


KINCAID, Ill.—October 30 was one 
of the greatest days that the Church 
of God in Kincaid has ever witnessed. 


People from different parts of the 
state began filling the church at 9:15 
a.m., October 30. The day started with 
a great Sunday School. I believe every- 
one, Christian and sinner alike, felt a 
strange, supernatural Spirit as they 
walked through the doors of the 
church. When Sunday School started 
under the capable leadership of our 
Sunday School Superintendent, Broth- 
er Larry Smothers, the Spirit of the 
Lord settled upon him and the congre- 
gation. This Spirit never left the 
church the rest of the day. 

Our Sunday morning service started 
with prayer and singing. The message 
for the morning that seemed to set 
the course for the day was delivered 
by one of the former pastors, Brother 
Edward Caraway of Lawrenceville, 
Illinois. 

The noon meal was served by the 
precious ladies of the church. What a 
wonderful meal it was! A great time 
of eating and visiting took place. This 
was truly a “Home-coming Meal.” 

The afternoon service started with 
Brother and Sister Berry of Spring- 
field, Illinois, in charge of the song 
service. Special singing by Sister 
Gibbs, and Brother and Sister Berry 
certainly added to the success of the 
home-coming. Then came time for the 
“Home-coming Offering.” I had asked 
the Lord for $1,000 to be applied to the 
principle. This offering was the largest 
amount ever to be raised at one time 
in our church. I asked the people that 
would give $100 to line the wall, and 
they began standing. We kept lowering 
it until the one dollar mark had been 
reached and the people certainly did 
respond. When the total was given at 
the close of the service a lady mem- 
ber of our church, who had just re- 
turned from the hospital, said she 
would give $50; but when she dis- 
covered that $80 would make it an 
even $1,600, she gave an extra $30. 
This was a grand total of $1,600 for 
the “Home-coming Offering.” People 
who were not even members gave as 
much as $50, and people who were not 
Christians gave as much as $25. 

The State Overseer of Illinois, 
Brother F. W. Goff, had truly been 
in contact with God, for the anointing 
came upon him and one of the great- 
est sermons that I have ever heard 
was delivered. It was a little late when 
the service was turned over to him, 
but the people gave no indication o 
wanting to leave before this great 
sermon was finished. Several people 
have come to me and said they wish 
he had taken his time even if it ran 
into the evening service. 

Sunday evening the service started 
with the same tempo as the other 
services. The people were tired, but 
when Brother R. C. Harris, our State 
Youth Director, began his sermon, 
“Signs Following Believers,” everyone 
ae. how tired they were and shouts 
and praises began going up as the 
glory of the Lord began to settle 
down. The day was climaxed with e 
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great altar service. People lined the 
altar to be prayed for. 

We appreciate the fine people from 
Harrisburg and other places who came 
and gave to make t a successful 
home-coming. The following ministers 
were present: T. P. Patton, from De- 
catur; I. F. Perdew from Decatur; 
A. E. Austin, from Lincoln; James 
Guynn, from Auburn; and J. R. Berry, 


from Springfield. The people of Kin- 
caid showed a progressive Spirit for 
the Lord when I came here nearly 
three years ago and the same Spirit 
prevails now. They love the Lord and 
their Church. They pray, give, and be- 
lieve the Lord for great things and 


God is surely honoring their faith in 


Him. We can sum it up by saying as 
Jacob said, “God has surely been 
here.”—Wayne S. Proctor, Pastor. 





THE CHURCH OF GOD IN ANDREWS, TEXAS, COMPLETES DUAL TASK 


Here are the pictures of the church 
and men at Andrews, Texas. 
Brother Doyal McCoy and Archie Hol- 
man, a God-loving owner of a lumber 
company, started the church Bone 
in 1952. B. C. Shelnutt succeeded Doyal 
McCoy as pastor, in December, 1953, 
and continued the church-building 
project. 


J. W. McNeese followed Brother 
Shelnutt as pastor, in September, 1954, 
and helped to complete the church 
building, valued at $35,000, and helped 
to build the beautiful parsonage with 
seven rooms and two baths which 
realtors appraise at $15,000. 


Brother J. W. McNeese resigned the 
work at Andrews, in July, 1955, to go 
to Rochester as pastor and district 








overseer. He was succeeded by Brother 
Otha Anderson, and he and his wife 
are doing a good work here. Brother 
and Sister Anderson are shown in 
front of the parsonage with Brother 
Archie Holman who has a hat in his 
hand. 

Brother Holman not only gave lib- 
erally but he also sold the building 
material at or below cost to make 
these building projects possible. We 
are very grateful him. The 
members are very faithful. 


Our beloved state overseer, J. x 
Bright, dedicated both the church and 
the parsonage, Sunday, October 2, 1955. 


_ May we have your prayers for con- 
tinued success here.—Mrs. Otha An- 
derson. 
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Spell 


Brother Ford Spell passed from this 
life to be with Jesus on Tuesday eve- 
ning, October 11, 1955, at the Emory 
University Hospital in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. Funeral services were conducted 
by Brothers W. H. Gann, H. T. Fowler, 
and Clell W. Ray, his pastor, with 
Brother Vep Ellis our Music Editor 
from Cleveland, doing the special 
singing. Brother Spell is survived by 
his wife, Sister Eloise Spell, and his lit- 
tle daughter, Nancy. Brother Spell was 
known all over the South for his spe- 
cial singing in revivals. He has led 
as many souls to God as many of us 
ministers. He traveled and sang right 
up until he got real sick and was 
supposed to help in a revival just 
about the time of his death. When he 
was home he was music director of the 
Warner Robins Church of God. The 
church here is known for its many 
special singers because Ford Spell 
trained them. As many who read this 
know, Brother Ford was blind, but he 
never let his blindness hinder him in 
working for God. Anyone who was 
around him would hardly know he was 
blind because of his jolly way; he nev- 
er mentioned his handicap. Brother 
Spell is greatly missed by all who 
knew him. May God be with his wife 
and daughter and his loved ones who 
are left behind.—Clell W. Ray, Pastor. 


Smitty 


On November 18, 1955, Brother 
Richard A. Smitty, age 49, a beloved 
member of the Eighth Avenue Church 
of God in Knoxville, Tennessee, passed 
away to be with Jesus, whom he loved 
and served with great devotion. He is 
survived by his wife, 3 sons, 4 daugh- 
ters, and a host of friends who greatly 
loved and admired him. Funeral serv- 
ices were conducted by Brother Lloyd 
Jones, pastor of the church. Interment 
was at Lynnhurst Cemetery in Knox 
ville. His testimonies in word and song 
linger in our hearts and will live for-* 
pany A e undying memories of his faith 
n God. 


Smith 


Brother Arthur Smith went to be 
with Jesus on September 21, 1955. He 
had been a loyal member of the Mill- 
edgeville Church of God in Georgia 
for about three years. He worked 
tirelessly raising money to build the 
new church. He was chairman of our 
building and finance committee and 
the new church was started with 
Brother Smith always working faith- 
fully. He did not see the church com- 
pleted, as was his dream, but in his 
last hours on this earth he was 
measuring and building. Praise be to 
God; Brother Smith now occupies that 
beautiful mansion that he sent up 
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material for while he lived. He will 
always be missed by the church— 
Ruth Staples, Pastor. 


Black 


Brother William Harrison Black, age 
66, departed this life September 3, 
1955, to be with Jesus and to receive 
the reward for which he had labored 
so faithfully. He had been an ordained 
minister in the Church of God for 
thirty-seven years. He pastored four 
years in the state of Tennessee, fifteen 
years in Louisiana, and finished his 
ministerial years in the state of Geor- 
gia. Because of ill health he was 
forced to retire in 1944 and from that 
time until his death he was a faith- 
ful layman in the Alma, Georgia, 
Church of God. His funeral was con- 
ducted in Columbus by Brother H. M. 
Duck who was assisted by Brother 
T. W. Waites. Brother Black will long 
be remembered for his loyalty and 
support of the Church. We pray God’s 
blessing on his faithful companion 
who is made very lonely by his de- 
parture. 


Dotson 


On Thursday night of November 10, 
1955, came the shocking news by tele- 
phone to the parsonage of the Pinson- 
fork, Kentucky, Church of God that 
one of our trustees had fallen in 
death. Ransom Dotson had stepped 
out to take care of the chores as 
usual, but this time he failed to re- 
turn. It seemed that the good Lord 
stooped down and called him away to 
be with Him. When Brother Dotson 
was found by his wife, Sister Frona, 
his life had already expired and his 
soul had made its flight to the para- 
dise of God. He was the son of the 
late Perry and Mary (Hatfield) Dot- 
son of Ransom, Kentucky. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Frona (Smith) Dot- 
son; one son, Ransom, Jr., of McVeigh, 
Kentucky; three daughters, Mrs. Ben- 
nett Hardy, of Pinsonfork; Mrs. John- 
nie White, of McVeigh; and Mary 
Ann, at home; his mother, Mrs. Perry 
Dotson of Ransom; four brothers, 
Ancy and George Walker, of McCarr, 
Kentucky; and James Thomas and 
Jeff, of Ransom; three sisters, Mrs. 
C. H. Farley. of Pikeville, Kentucky; 
Mrs. Dewey Hager, of Pigua, Ohio; 
and Mrs. Bob McCoy, of Ransom; and 
one grandson, J. C. White, of McVeigh. 
Funeral services were conducted in 
the Pinsonfork Church of God where 
he had served as a deacon and trustee 
for many years. His pastor conducted 
the funeral. It was said to be the 
largest funeral that has ever been in 
the community. We feel that this be- 





speaks his great influence in the 
hearts of all who knew him.—R. E. 
Worley, Pastor. 


Mauldin 


Brother J. C. Mauldin, 58, ordained 
minister and member of the Church 
of God at Mt. Olivet, in Hartwell, 
Georgia, died at his home in Lavonia, 
Georgia, on November 21, 1955. He was 
born in Liberty, South Carolina, and 
began preaching when he was 20 years 
old. He was ordained in the Church of 
God in 1927 and did evangelistic and 
pastoral work for 38 years. He pastor- 
ed the churches at Thomaston, 
Laurenceville, Hartwell, and Carters- 
ville, Georgia, and Townville and Dil- 
lon, South Carolina. He was also dis- 
trict overseer for a number of years. 
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Amma 
G. Whitehead Mauldin; one daughter, 
Mrs. Artis Jones; five sons, Harold, 
James, Reverend W. C. Mauldin, Hor- 
ace, and Joel; four sisters, Mrs. R. M. 
Segars, Mrs. Ray Westmoreland, Mrs. 
Bill Hudson, and Mrs. Adolph Hen- 
nequant; and two brothers, Guy Maul- 
din, Sr. and J. M. Mauldin. Brother 
Mauldin was a faithful member and 
minister of the Church of God and will 
be missed by his many friends and 
loved ones. He died, just as he lived, 
trusting God. He always preached 
divine healing and during the last six 
weeks of his illness he continued to 
trust God without taking any medi- 
cine. He left this life victoriously and 
without fear while the Holy Ghost 
witnessed through members of his 
family. We look forward by faith to 
the ‘time when his family and friends 
shall be reunited around God’s great 
throne.—Ray M. Pace, Pastor. 


Baird 


Mrs Nancy Jane Baird died in Dec- 
ember at the Millersburg Rest Home 
in Akron, Ohio. A native of Jellico, 
Tennessee, she came to Ohio three 
years ago from Tipton, Indiana. She 
had been in the rest home two years. 
She was a member of the Church of 
God. Funeral services were held by 
Brother W. H. Shell in the Billow Ak- 
ron Chapel and the burial was in 
Copley Cemetery. Mrs. Baird leaves 
her husband, Joshua; six daughters, 
Mrs. J. F. Thigpen and Mrs. J. M. Al- 
len, of Akron; Mrs. Bertha Spurgeon, 
of Kingston, Tennessee; Mrs. Howard 
Orange, of Indianapolis; Mrs. Tennis 
Boling, of Ladoga, Indiana; and Mrs. 
Warren Oliver, of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado; six sons, H. M., McKinley, 
and James L., of Akron; Nathan, of 
Hudson; Chester, of Tipton, Indiana; 
and Clifton, of Salem, Indiana; 37 
grandchildren, 25 great-grandchil- 
dren; and a sister, Mrs. H. B. Brown, 
of Jellico.—McKinley Baird, her son. 
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Church Has Spirit of Love 


PINE TOP, W. Va.—We had a re- 
vival September 18 through October 2 
conducted by Brother Ezra Johnson 
and his wife, of Huntington, West 
Virginia. The Lord blessed each night 
in a wonderful way. Our church is 
doing well and we have a wonderful 
spirit of love which I would like for 
all the churches in this cold, cruel 
world to have. The young men that 
Brother Johnson took into the church 
are all paying tithes and doing good 
work. The church is paying more 
tithes than it ever did. I know God will 
bless Brother and Sister Johnson for 
the work they did for us, and we hope 
they will come back anytime they can. 
Fourteen were saved, 6 sanctified, 2 
filled with the Holy Ghost, 6 bap- 
tized in water, and 8 added to the 
Church.—Charles A. Duncan, Pastor. 


Good Revival in Coconut Grove 


COCONUT GROVE, Fla.—Under the 
dynamic evangelism of Brother C. D. 
Henry, the Coconut Grove Church of 
God has just completed the most suc- 
cessful revival that it has conducted 
in many years. Brother Henry’s poign- 
ant messages were instrumental in 23 
persons being saved, 17 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 17 sanctified, and 15 add- 
ed to the Church. We unreservedly 
recommend Brother Henry as being 
an outstanding evangelist and one 
who will prove to be a real blessing to 
any church. Our church has been 
making great progress under the di- 
rection of our hard-working and spir- 
it-filled pastor, Brother R. H. (Buddy) 
Sumner. He and his wife have thor- 
oughly endeared themselves to us. We 
confidently believe that with the 
Lord’s help we are at the threshold of 
an era of much great accomplishment 
in our Christian endeavors.—Donald 
D. Rowe, Clerk. 


New Sunday School Record During 
Revival 


MODESTO, Calif—Upon the Church 
of God, of Modesto, the Spirit of God 
has been exceedingly gracious in send- 
ing us a great soul-stirring revival. 
The power of God and the Holy Ghost 
were in every service. Seven were 
saved, 6 sanctified, 5 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and 7 added to the 
Church. Of course, we all realize that 
numbers cannot tell the full extent of 
a revival, yet we are very glad to re- 
port that our Sunday School broke 
the record attendance of 154 and 
soared to a high of 229. Our good 
evangelist was Brother Winfred A. 
Petty, of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Brother Petty is one of the finest 
young ministers we have in the 
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Church and his consecration will be 
helpful in bringing a spiritual revival 
to any church. We think the world of 
Him. If any pastor would be interested 
in securing Brother Petty for a revival, 
you can contact him at the State 
Office, P. O. Box 1344, Fresno, Cali- 
fornia—Tom Rosson, Pastor. 


State Overseer Leads Meeting 


ALCOA, Tenn.—We would like to ex- 
press in these few lines our apprecia- 
tion to Brother W. E. Johnson, our 
State Overseer, for his services Friday 
through Sunday night (December 2 
through December 4) at the Alcoa 
District Prayer Conference. Each ser- 
vice was “tops.” The glory of the 
Lord prevailed, and every minister 
and layman was blessed—especially 
our church and my family—in having 
him with us. We quit praying at about 
twelve o’clock on the last night and 
the final count was 7 saved, 5 sancti- 
fied, 4 filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
2 added to the Church. The altar was 
filled with seekers. The revival con- 
tinues. We are grateful to the Lord 
for sending His servant to bless our 
— and district.—C. T. Dunn, Pas- 

r. 


Revival Spirit Continues 


KINGSPORT, Tenn.—The Chestnut 
Street church in Kingsport has re- 
cently had a successful revival effort, 
the evangelist being Brother and Sis- 
ter Robert F. Johnson of Talbot, Tenn- 
essee. Brother Johnson preached some 
of the greatest messages under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost that I 
have ever heard. The singing of this 
consecrated couple stirred the hearts 
of the congregation. The results dur- 
ing the revival were not phenomenal, 
even though the crowds were large, 
but the gratifying point is that since 
the revival the results have begun to 
shew. Four have been genuinely con- 
verted, 4 were baptized in water, and 
4 have joined the Church. The attend- 
ance has greatly increased in all the 
services. This is the kind of revival I 
like to see——one with results that are 
lasting. The revival spirit is burning 
brighter in every service; three re- 
ceived the Baptism of the Holy Ghost 
pong Sunday night.—Paul S. Cook, Pas- 

- 


Church Greatly Blessed 


OAK GROVE, Ky.—Recently we had 
a good revival with Brother Jessie 
Daugherty as the evangelist. Three 
were saved, two were sanctified, and 
one was filled with the Holy Ghost. 
The church was greatly blessed by this 
revival—Catherine Saylor, Pastor. 





Young Evangelist a Blessing 


FREEDOM, Ga.—Recently we had a 
two weeks’ revival conducted by 
Brother R. L. Jordan who is a wonder- 
ful evangelist that is young in the 
ministry. Twenty-four were saved, 14 
sanctified, 8 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 5 added to the Church. 
One who was added to the Church 
was Brother Jordan himself. We 
thank God for him and his wonderful 
wife; they would be a blessing to any 
church. Freedom is growing—Hoyt 
Partain, Pastor. 


Preaching Strengthens Church 


TABOR, Ala.—We, recently, had a 
two weeks’ revival in which 8 were 
saved, 7 sanctified, and 8 filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The entire church 
was blessed in a very special way 
through the wonderful sermons of the 
evangelist, Brother W. G. Higgins, who 
preached under the anointing of the 
Lord. We thank the Lord for our good 
pastor and his wife, Brother and 
Sister L. C. Hays—Mrs. Lula Mae 
Tucker, Clerk. 


Elderly Lady Receives Holy Ghost 


WILLIAMSBURG, Ky.—We are hap- 
py to report a three weeks’ revival 
which was very successful with Broth- 
er Jack Smith of Lynch, Kentucky, 
as the evangelist. God was with us 
from the first service through the last 
service. Fourteen were saved, one was 
sanctified, three were filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and three were added to 
the Church. One sister 71 years old 
was filled with the Holy Ghost. We 
really praise God for the way in which 
He was with us in this meeting. Broth- 
er Smith is a wonderful worker for 
God. Any church will be blessed to 
ehave him for a revival. Recently, we 
have built a new church and God has 
blessed every effort everyone has put 
forth. Pray for us that the church will 
move forward for God.—David Shep- 
herd, Pastor. 


College Couple Conducts Revival 


HOMERVILLE, Ga.—Recently, we 
had a two weeks’ revival conducted by 
Brother and Sister Robert Daugherty 
of Hartwell, Georgia. Seven were 
saved, 5 sanctified, 4 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and 6 added te the 


Church. This fine couple attended Lee 
College and their singing and preach- 
ing will prove a blessing to your 
church. I can recommend them to 
any church.—J. B. Robinson, Pastor. 
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Word is Preached With Power 


BAXTER, Ga.—We would like to re- 
port our four weeks’ revival in which 
the church was wonderfully blessed 
and drawn closer to God. Many peo- 
ple came to the services, and were 
mightily convicted, and a great num- 
ber were saved. The great power of 
God came down in each service and 
the Word was preached with great 
power. We will remember the Lord’s 
blessings and the outpouring of His 
spirit and power for a long time to 
come. Our evangelist was Mrs. Mable 
Love of Odum, Georgia. She is open for 
revivals and can be contacted by writ- 
ing directly to her at General Delivery, 

um, Georgia.—Mrs. Gertie Johns. 


Backsliders Return to God 


PRINCETON, W. Va.—We thank 
God for the great revival which we 
have had, recently. It ran for two 
weeks with many great experiences of 
healing taking place. Twenty were 
saved, and a number were sanctified 
and filled with the Holy Ghost. Our 
evangelist was Brother Roy Dagnan of 
Wallins Creek, Kentucky, who is an 
outstanding old-time preacher that 
believes in letting God have His way. 
He thrilled our souls, and all of our 
backslidden members came back to 
God. We highly recommend Brother 
Dagnan to any church for a revival. 
Our pastor, Brother H. H. Hungate, is 
doing a good job. Pray for us that 
God will bless us.—J. H. Vicars, Clerk. 


Small Church Greatly Revived 


MAYODAN, N. C.—Recently, we had 
a wonderful revival in which God 
really did bless in every service. Twen- 
ty-five were saved, 25 sanctified, 14 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 14 
added to the Church, with 3 more 
planning to join later. The evangelist 
was S. M. Burcham who has just come 
to us from the Pentecostal Holiness 
Church. He really does preach old- 
time holiness and lives what he 
renee. One thing about his preach- 

g is that he preaches the careless 
members either in or out. Those that 
love God and want to make it through 
really appreciate his type of preach- 
ing. He fasts a lot and really 
honors his efforts. Also, he has a 
seven-year-old son that preaches and 
prays for the sick. It is miraculous to 
see and hear this little boy preach 
and see how God has His hand on his 
ministry. The Burchams’ address is 
1606 Ball Street, Greensboro, North 
Carolina. Any pastor, that wants his 
church revived and wants good mem- 
bers, ought to get this wonderful man 
of God. My wife I came here 
eleven months ago when the church 
had only nine members, and we had to 
turn out three of those. The church 
was almost ready to be disbanded by 
the district overseer, but we decided 
to see what God could do for this 
— God really has blessed our ef- 
orts. The tithes are averaging about 
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two hundred dollars each month, and 
we have a new church building 
started. We expect to be in it by the 
last of January, if not before. We now 
have fifty good members and expect 
to have one hundred by the time of 
bone ee Assembly.—Jady Wright, 
astor, 


“Greatest Revival” in Lexington 


LEXINGTON, —The Church of 
God here has had the greatest revival 
in the history of the church with 
Brother and Sister Harold Stansky of 
Cottondale, Florida, as the evangelists. 
y -five were saved, 19 sanctified, 
23 filled with the Holy Ghost, 12 bap- 
tized in water, and 14 added to the 
Church during the four weeks. There 
are still others to be baptized; also, 
others are looking toward the Church. 
—— this revival some were filled 
with the Holy Ghost that had been 
seeking the experience for as long as 
ten years. Many were healed and de- 
livered from t tobacco and drink 
habit. We broke both our Sunday 
School and Y.P.E. attendance records. 
The church was greatly blessed in ev- 
ery way. Brother and Sister Stansky 
are wonderful pra people with a 
great burden for lost souls. God is 
surely blessing their ministry. We hope 
they can be with us again in the near 
future—M. B. Stephens, Pastor. 


SOME TAKE THE 


Church Has Spirit of Revival 


TUCSON, Ariz—We are praising 
God for the revival spirit which is in 
each and every service. In the month 
of October, 17 were saved, 14 sancti- 
fied, 11 filled with the Holy Ghost, 17 
baptized in water, and I was added to 
the Church. In November, 11 were 
saved, 14 sanctified, 3 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 9 baptized in water, and 
10 added to the Church. On three Sun- 
day mornings the Holy Ghost took 
charge of the service and the pastor 
did not get to preach. We certainly do 
appreciate our pastor, Brother James 
E. Bowers, and his family. Our Sunday 
School is on top with 144 in attend- 
ance. The L.W.W.B. is on the march 
with the top honors in the state. It 
takes early rising to beat them because 
they are up and on the job making 
doughnuts every Wednesday morning 
at 5:00 a.m. We have had another 
church set in order on the east side of 
town on Twenty-second Street with 
Brother R. H. McKinny as the pastor. 
Brother Johnnie (V. O.) Oplinger is on 
the northwest side of town at Janes 
Station working for the Lord. Sister 
Myrtle Tatum is helping him and she 
also has a work in the Indian Reserva- 
tion. We thank God for what He is do- 
ing here. Also, we are thankful for our 
good state overseer, Brother Collins. 
Keep us on your prayer list that God 
will turn Tucson upside down for His 
glory.—John Diffie, Clerk. 
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a savings system foe 


Pastors and Y.P.E. Presidents: 


YOUTH 


CAMPERS 


Here’s a SPLENDID way to help the young people of your church attend Youth Camp. 
Institute the YOUTH CAMP SAVINGS SYSTEM in your church NOW by ordering a YOUTH CAMP SAVINGS 


BOOK for each prospective youth camper. 


HOW TO START A YOUTH 
CAMP SAVINGS SYSTEM 
IN YOUR CHURCH 


1. Order an adequate number of Youth 
Camp Savings Books for the pros- 
pective youth campers in your 
church from the Church of God 
Publishing House. 

a. With the approval of all con- 
cerned, this expense should be 
taken care of by the Sunday 
School treasury and/or the Y.P.E. 
treasury. (Savings books with 
stamps are 25c each.) 

2. The pastor should appoint a reliable 
person to serve as Youth Camp 
Bank Cashier. This person can well 
be the church clerk or Sunday 
School secretary or Y.P.E. secretary. 

3. Allow opportunity for youth camp- 
ers to purchase stamps for their 
books on Sunday morning and on 
Y.P.E. service night. Constantly re- 
mind youth campers to save for 
youth camp! 

4. To create interest and appeal, we 
suggest that a simple structure be 
erected in your church basement, 
or elsewhere, with the sign “Youth 
Camp Savings Bank” on it, and in 
which the cashier would accept 
Youth savings deposits. If this is 
not possible, perhaps a room in your 
church can be designated as Youth 
Camp Savings Bank and a sign 
placed on or above the door. 

5. How the Youth Camp Savings Sys- 
tem operates: 

a. The savings books are distributed 
to each prospective youth camp- 
er. 

b. Stamps to be pasted in the book 
are purchased from the cashier 
at 25c each. 

c. Just before time for Youth Camp, 
the campers turn in their books 
to the cashier, at which time he 
will issue them a check for their 
Youth Camp expense (an amount 
equivalent to what has been de- 
posited, plus any special benefits 
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as might be provided by the local 
church). 

d. The cashier should keep Youth 
Camp deposit money separate 
from any other fund. An accur- 
ate accounting is necessary. 

6. To encourage the campers to save, 
it is suggested, if possible, that the 
Sunday School or Y.P.E. treasuries 
pay them a small per cent of in- 
terest. It is also suggested that the 
Sunday School treasury and the 
Y.P.E. treasury give a FREE stamp 
to each camper for every 5 new 
scholars he brings to Sunday School 
and a FREE stamp for every 5 new 
persons he brings to Y.P.E. (The 
local church is to determine who 
constitutes new attendants.) 

7. In cases where there are married 
couples in your church who do not 


also offer suggestions as to how the 

campers can earn money with 

which to buy Youth Camp savings 
stamps. 

9. This system is worth-while and 
beneficial because: 

a. It will teach young people to 
save. 

b. It will be something new and 
appealing. 

c. It will aid the parents in that 
the Youth Camp expense will be 
taken care of gradually and will 
not come as a big expense item 
just before Youth Camp time. 
This will be especially helpful 
for those parents having several 
children attending Youth Camp. 

—Church of God National Youth Dept. 

1080 Montgomery Avenue 











have children, perhaps they would Cleveland, T 

be interested in helping some boy 

or girl with his or her Youth Camp SAVINGS 

savings. BOOK 
8. Suggestions on how the prospective soars 

campers may earn money for Youth 

Camp expense are given on the in- STAMPS 

side front cover of the savings book. 25c 

Perhaps parents and pastors can EACH 
a 2 

ORDER FORM 


Church of God Publishing House 
1080 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 








Please send ) : 
oa reer Youth Camp Savings Books with stamps 
at 25c¢ each. 
Signed: 

CASH oO om 
ENCLOSED 

(no. and street) 
CHARGE oO 

(city and state) 

cs) 
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The Church of God Evangel 
































Tumor Disappears 


OAK HILL, Fla.—Some time ago I 
wrote to the Publishing House for an 
anointed cloth. I was afflicted with a 
tumor. Soon after receiving the cloth 
the tumor left me for which I praise 
the Lord.—Mrs. Clara Clark. 


Vision Restored Through Prayer 


GREENVILLE, S. C.—About six 
months ago my eyes began to dim so 
that I had to hold everything away 
from me in order to read it. I wrote 
my dear friend and sister in Christ, 
Mrs. J. A. Collins of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, to pray for my eyes. About 
two weeks ago the way was opened for 
me to visit with Reverend and Mrs. 
Collins. They prayed for me and the 
Lord truly gave me new vision in my 
eyes. Oh, I love the Lord and praise 
a for every blessing.—Mrs. Eunice 

Pps. 


Instantly Healed of Cancer 


FRESNO, Calif—I want the whole 
world to know how the Lord so mi- 
raculously healed me ever after the 
doctor had told me my case had 
reached the last stage unless I had an 
operation. I had a cancer on my ear. 
The doctor said the only hope was to 
remove the ear. Praise the Lord, I 
learned that there was another hope! 
Evangelist Dorothy Petty came to the 
Church of God Temple in Fresno, and 
we had an old-fashioned revival in 
which people wept their way through 
to Calvary. Many received the Holy 
Ghost and were wonderfully healed. 
One night when Sister Petty had 
prayer for the sick, she prayed the 
prayer of faith for me. As she laid 
her hand on me I was instantly 
healed by His great super-charging 
power. I want the world to know there 
is healing in His wings. Brother Lem- 
uel Johnson, our pastor, is doing a 
fine job and we all love him and his 
family very much—Henry Hortwig. 


Healed of Spinal Disorder 


PINE BLUFF, Ark.—I had been in 
bad health for a number of years 
and it seemed that the doctors were 
not doing me any good. In July, 1954, 
I had a drawing spell in my spine 
and was taken to the hospital. The 
doctors said I always would have to 
take medicine; but one Sunday night 
in one of our services our pastor, 
Brother Floyd Ramsey, who is a won- 
derful servant of God, prayed for me. 
Glory to God! I was instantly healed. 
I have not taken any medicine since 
September of 1955. I want to glorify 
my wonderful Saviour for what He 
has done for me.—Mrs. Jack Berry. 
Attested by Floyd L. Ramsey, Pastor. 
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Healed After Many Prayers 


HOMERVILLE, Ga.—I had been sick 
for over two months, but about the 
last of October the Lord healed me. 
Our pastor, Brother J. B. Roberson, 
and Brother Ed Tyson prayed for me 
on Sunday night at the church, and 
I seemed to be a lot better. The next 
morning Sister Mollie Smith and 
Sister Vonado from Waycross, Georgia, 
came over and prayed for me and the 
Lord healed me. I don’t know what my 
trouble was but my body was in pain 
all the time for over two months. Even 
though I had prayer every time I was 
with - people I was not de- 
livered of the pain until these four 
people prayed for me. I do praise God 
for healing me. I want to be found 
at all times praising and glorifying 
His good name for what He means 
to me.—Mrs. L. A. Brinkley. 


Healed of Affliction After 35 Years 


SMITHFIELD, N. C.—The Lord 
healed me on October 16, 1955, of an 
affliction that I had suffered for 
thirty-five years. I was a victim of 
chronic constipation that caused hem- 
orrhage which at times was danger- 
ous. My children and I were afraid 
I had cancer for I had the correspond- 
ing symptoms; but, glory to God, He 
healed me completely. I feel just as 
if I had just been born all over again. 
Hallelujah! I want to tell the whole 
world that God heals today and the 
Devil is a liar. Anyone who has known 
me in the past thirty years can tell 
right away that something wonderful 
has happened to me, for I show it. 
Sick folks, look unto God! He abun- 
dantly saves and keeps,,and healing is 
for you if you ask and believe.—Mabel 
an ea Attested by Henry Liles, 
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Nervous Condition Healed 


JOHNSTOWN, 8S. C.—I thank and 
praise the Lord for healing me of 
nervous spells. I fainted often, due to 
weakness. My good pastor, Brother 
W. E. Dowdy, prayed for me at the 
Langley Church of God on September 
4, 1955, and I was healed. I praise the 
Lord for what he has done for me.— 
Blanche Sharpton. 


Healed by Prayer After Accident 


BIG STONE GAP, Va.—I praise God 
for healing me. I had a wreck in a 
truck and broke my neck. I stayed in 
the hospital for only eleven days. The 
doctor put a cast on my neck and told 
my wife I would have to wear it three 
months, but I wore the cast only three 
weeks. One day while the saints were 
praying, someone prayed through for 
me. God healed me, praise His name! 
Now I am able to preach and drive my 
car.—Burnice Heath, Pastor. 


Healed of Tuberculosis 


BOXBURY, Mass.—Brother Clifford 
Willette was saved under the ministry 
of Brother Davis in 1933 in Bangor, 
Maine. He is the first member of the 
Church of God in Boston. He had a 
serious case of tuberculosis, but God 
miraculously healed him and raised 
him up to continue to work for the 
Lord. He was also healed of a hernia 
which he had had for 28 years. God 
has given him a new body with which 
to work in Boston. The Church of God 
is beginning for the first time in many 
years there. There are about three mil- 
lion people in and around the city. The 
fields are white unto harvest, but the 
gu are few. Pray for us.—G. L. 

y. 





1956 EVANGELICAL ANNUAL 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COMMENTARY 


A Bible Centered Teaching Plan — Price $2.00 each 


Based upon the Uniform Bible Sm 

Lesson Outlines prepared by the t\ 
National Sunday School Associ- 
ation, the Evangelical Commen- 
tary has become a widely re- 
ceived teaching instrument for 
making Bible truth central in 
the Sunday schools of America. 
The commentary rests squarely 
upon the assumption that the 
Bible is the Christian’s source 
of instruction for faith and life. 





CONTENTS: 

® Daily Bible Readings. 

® Lesson Text and Teaching 
Outline. 

Lesson Exposition. 

Topical Helps and _ Illustra- 
tions. 

Golden Text. 

Heart of the Lesson. 
Evangelistic Emphasis. 
Review and Discussion. 
Departmental Application. 

A Cumulative Library. 


Order From: CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 
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FUND-RAISING IDEAS FOR YOUR CHURCH « 


The Famous DOW Retractable Pens 





The internationally known “‘DOW PENS” offer an outstanding opportunity for church promotions and fund- 
raising campaigns. 
This program has proved outstandingly successful for churches and schools everywhere. 


THIS IS THE ANSWER TO YOUR CHURCH'S 


owe2 FUND-RAISING PROBLEM ___ »2wies 


Slimline 


.... Make Easy Money .... 
for your L.W.W.B.—Y.P.E.—Sunday School Class 


DOW Retractable Pens 


Check these features of the DOW PENS. 
. New style plastic cap and metal clip and cap. 
. Assorted colors—blue ink. 
. High quality stainless steel points. 
. Special ink that writes instantly. 
Will not clog with dry ink. 
. Will write 60,000 to 70,000 words without refilling. 
Will write on various surfaces. 
. Ink dries quickly—will not smcar or leak. 
. Jumbo 4-inch cartridge—refills available. 
. High quality—every pen guaranteed. 
. Pen is a $1.50 retail value. 
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CHECK OUR PRICES—THEN CHECK YOUR PROFITS 


















































Lat] & 
elite I 100 250 500 1000 
Price each ae 35 .33 32 
Retail at $1 each 100.00 250.00 500.00 1,000.00 
Cost for pens __________ 37.00 87.50 165.00 320.00 
| ee ee 63.00 $162.50 $335.00 $680.00 
Refills Available at .25 each 
& ” 
Order from: CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 
Model Quantity Charge to: 
88-2 ea 
98-2 & 











SEND CHECK OR THREE REFERENCES IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN ACCOUNT WITH US. 











